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INTRODUCTION. 


HE Ri pamphlet, firſt pub- 

liſhed early in the laſt year, was in⸗ 
tended to ſhew with fairneſs and accuracy, 
the real ſituation of the Country, as to its 
Revenue, Commerce, and Navigation; the 
utmoſt care was taken to avoid all political 
diſcuſſion, and to keep clear of every thing 
that had relation to matters of Party; but 


even that caution could not enſure univerſally 
a candid conſideration of the ſubject ; there 


are ſome men diſinclined to believe their 
Country in a ſtate of encreaſing proſperity, 


eſpecially under an adminiſtration they do 
not like, and who, with that impreſſion on 
their minds, will either refuſe their aſſent to 


the cleareſt propoſitions, or will advance 
others that cannot be ſupported either by i 


facts or argument. 


The only attempt however to Waadt 


the encouraging proſpect reſulting from this 


enquiry, which has yet come to the author's 


knowledge, was made by a writer in a news- 


paper “, who undertook to ſhew that the 
Country has been in a much better ſituation 


than it was in the beginning of 17923 in 
order to which he ſtates, that in two of the 


years from 1787 to 1790 the 0s of 


Morning Chronicle of May 5th 1792. 
",, Trade 
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Trade was againſt us, and that the four 
years from\1772 to 1775 were more favor- 


able (meaning thereby that the Exports bore , 


a greater proportion to the Imports) than 


from 1787 to 1790, by no leſs a ſum than 


11, 505, ooo; and then aſſerts, there 
« cannot be a clearer propoſition, than that 
« 'when the Imports exceed the Exports the 
6 Balance muſt be paid i in gold or filver ;” | 
the ſtatements are from this pamphlet, and 
are correct as far as they go, but they are 
partially extracted; the reaſoning upon them 
is not juſt, and the laſt aſſertion is utterly. 
unfounded as applied to this Country; the 


8 Imports i in 1787 and 1788, ſays the writer, 


exceeded the Exports by L. 1,491, 00, 


"> paſſing by entirely the two following years, 


1789 and 1790, when the Exports exceed- 


cel the Imports by V. 2,509,000: Admitting 


therefore for a moment a compariſon of the 


Exports and Imports to be a fair criterion 


of national proſperity, it would have been 


more candid not to have ſtopped at 1788 to. 
g bew the ſtate of our Commerce in the be- 


ginning of 1792; but that would not have 
anſwered the intended purpoſe. It is worthy 
of obſervation too, that in the Whole period 


from 1 to. 53799 he he of 


Britiſh 


INTROD UCTLO N. 
Britiſn Goods bore a larger proportion to 


that of foreign merchandize, than in the 


one from 1772 to 1775, which is an incon- 


teſtable proof of the rapid increaſe of our 


manufactures. 


Another inſtance of the writer's 1 is 


his complaining of the calamitous year 1772 
being included in the firſt four years of the 
compariſon, becauſe he ſays in that year, 
the Eaſt India Company poſtponed as well 
as reduced their dividends, and the whole 


credit of Scotland, and of a great part of the 


city of London was ſhook to its centre. 
What effects thoſe” events produced will 


be ſeen by the following account, which 


proves that the Exports in that calamitous 


year, were conſiderably higher than in any 
one of the three that followed, and the 
Imports much higher than the average of 


the other three he chooſes to compare 
the year 1771 however, with 1772, becauſe 


in the former there were immenſe quan- 


tities of goods ſent to America, in con- 
ſequence of the Trade being then opened 
after almoſt a total interruption. with a 
great part of that continent for a conſidera- 


ble length of time, by their non importation 
e : the following account will aſ- 
BS „ MO 


6 


INTRODUCTION. 
certain this, and will prove that the years 


from 1772 to 1775, ſhew the higheſt 
fait average of the Exports during the 
Haſt peace; 171 could not be included 

without going back at leaſt two years, for 


e ee greens en 451 


5 pan e +8 dee ee 

1 5 405 45500 . rod 16,622, 00 

1185 1769 cad» — - 1 5,001,000 - 

* 2 1770 1 55995. oo 
7h: - == < 18,470,000 


ke; Yotun APA; 
1 —— — I 6, 531,000. 2 
ln bo B74 1 5107. 17428 ,o o 

"ls nen LOB A099, 


* of theſe 8 years a 16,743. 000, 


Which is nearly C. 1, ooo, ooo leſs than the 
Exports in the year pra _ writer ſe- 


lected as a calamitous one. 

It will not, however, be. eee | 
that it is highly diſadvantageous to a Coun- 
try to import to a greater extent than it ex- 
ports; a different opinion prevails, and a 
late writer, for whoſe inimitable. talents the 
beſt- informed men have the higheſt reſpect, 


is no mean authority on the ſubject. 
This Balance of Produce and Con- 


, As e e 3. p. 251. 
4e 185 ens N ſumption 


INTRODUCTION. 
« ſamption is entirely different from what 


is called the Balance of Trade. It might 

« take place in a Nation which had no fo- 
« reign Trade, but which was entirely ſe- 
* parated from all the world. It may take 


place in the whole. globe of the earth, 


of which the Wealth, Population, and 


Improvement may be eicher gradually in- 
*« creaſing or gradually decaying,” 


The Balance of Produce and . 
tion may be conſtantly in favour of a Na-. 


tion, though what is called the Balance 
of Trade be generally againſt it. A Na- 
tion may import to a greater value than 
it exports for half a century, perhaps, to- 
* pether; the Gold and Silver which comes 
* into it during all this time, may be all 
immediately ſent out of it; its circulating 
* Coin may gradually decay, different forts 
4 of Paper Money being ſubſtituted in its 

„place, and even the Debts too, which it 
contracts in the principal Nations with 


hom it deals, may be gradually increaſ. 


l ing, and yet its real wealth, the unchange- 
& able value of the annual produce of its 
« Lands and Labour, may, during the ſame 


_ © period, have been increaſing in a much 


«« greater proportion. The ſtate of our 
5 6 Nn American Colonjes, and of the 
i #* Trade 
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 TNTRODUCTION. 
Trade which they carried on with Great 


Britain, before the commencement of the 
< diſturbances in 1775, may ſerve as a proof 


that this is by no means an ape 


* "appottion.” | 
It cannot, however, 1 * to pur- | 
he the diſcuſſion further, as our Exports 
have for four years paſt exceeded our Im- 
ports; and becauſe in any event, as to 


Great Britain, the afertion is ridiculous in 
the extreme, when it is conſidered, that 


of the value of our Imports nearly a * fifth 
part on an average is from our Colonies in 
the Weſt Indies, a very large proportion of 
which is ſpent in this country, and conſe- 
quently contributes to the increaſe of out in- 


land as well as our cuſtoms Revenue; a large 


proportion too of thoſe from the Eaſt In- 


dies, affords the means of remittance to the 


Company of their TerritoriaF Revenues, and 
to individuals, of their private fortunes. 
The Balance of Trade muſt therefore be in- 
e more *gainft u us than! it has yet been, 


8270 n PREP? Value of didn into Wein Britain 
for five. years, 1787, to 1792 C. 18,450,200 
"Ditto — from the Weſt Indies - . 3,836,600 


a Average Aritival Value of Imports from the Eaſt Indies, 5 
from 1768 to 1775 - - - L. 1,760,000. 


W ans E 1787 to 4792 34570. 
T 5 = before 
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before we are zhereby compelled to fend out 
Gold and Silver, eſpecially when the grow- 
ing proſperity of our fiſheries is conſidered &. 

Bullion has been and always will be ſent to 
ſome countries, in the general- courſe' of 
Trade, while we are TI it from | 
others. 


After theſe obſervations, ic 10 hardly ne- 


ceſſary to add, that the Imports have been 
greatly ſwelled, in ſeveral inſtances, for 
ſome years paſt, by an increaſed demand of 
Raw Materials for our Manufactures; in the 
article of Cotton Wool, the average an- 
nual exceſs of the laſt four years, compared 
with the period of I Zou to "ff * 
23,000,000 lbs. + 

The rapid increaſe of our „ Cindi, 
Navigation, and Manufactures, in the courſe 
of the year fince the publication of the firſt 
edition of this Enquiry, has exceeded the 
moſt ſanguine expectations on the ſubject, 
as will be ſhewn in the following ſheets ; 
The advantages reſulting from thence have 
however ſuffered an interruption from a 


Average Annual Value of Oil imported into Great Britain 
from our Fiſheries, from 1768 to 1775 - L. 23,694 
Ditto 1787 to 1792 - - 206,480 
+ At 2% N is worth C. 2,300,000. | 
2 B concurrence 


* 
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concurrence. of temporary r 
very little connected with the war with 


France; it would be extremely difficult to 
aſcertain to what extent the demand for our 
Manufactures is leſſened by the diſturbances 


prevailing on the continent of Europe, but 
the only immediate conſequence in that 


reſpect of the hoſtilities in which we are 


engaged, is the excluding us from Exports to 


the French dominions, to the value of - 


L. 717,000 per Annum, on an average, 
ſince the Commercial Treaty, which is leſs 


than half of the Increaſe of the Value of 


our Manufactures exported in the laſt year 


above the preceding one. Commercial Credit 


may be affected by various cauſes inde- 


pendently of War; it was in periods of 
Peace, and apparently of the higheſt Na- 
tional Proſperity, that Holland, in the year 
1762 or 1763, and England in 1772, 
ſuffered great inconvenience for a ſhort. 


time from 2 Want of Credit ; the exertions 


now made for relief of the Mercantile and 


Manufacturing Intereſts are conſiderable, 
and will, it is truſted, extricate the Country 
from its diſtreſs effectually: Confidence 


among Merchants and Traders was want 
ing more than Money, and the means for 
reſtoring 


INTRODUCTION. 


reſtoring that, appear likely to attain the 
object ſo much to be wiſhed for. In 


forming a judgment in what degree the full, 


effects of the growing Proſperity of the 
Country may. be checked by the preſent 
War, it ſhould be conſidered that we have 
not now, as in the laſt inſtance, half the 
world againſt us, but have to contend with 
one nation only, already engaged in hoſtilities 
with a great part of Europe, and that we 
ſhall not be again reſtrained in deſtroying 
the Commerce, and preventing the Supplies 
.of our Enemy, by neutral Powers infiſtin gon 
their right of being carriers. 
Ĩ)he following ſtate of our Trade during 
the war of 1756, will indeed afford a reaſon- 
able expectation, that our Commerce and 
Manufactures may not be materially affected 
by that cauſe now; the Revenue, inde- 
pendent of new Taxes, muſt in a great degree 
have kept pace with our Imports, which 


are here ſhewn: A ſimilar account during 


the laſt war, would in no degree enable a 
juſt compariſon, becauſe during that, the 
whole Trade with the colonies which now 
form the American States was entirely in- 
terrupted, and we loſt moſt of our Weſt 
India iſlands, 

B 2 AN 


II 


| 


| 


* * 
— d : — 
1 * 8. „ » 8 
: ' , c a 1 1 2 hy 4 
. . 5 , N 7 4 
0 4 « 


1 * 1 
_ 


PTE * EL IS — A 


Ax ACCOUNT or IMPORTS. 


N . * 8 1 8 2 3 


| Excluive of new. F rom ne, 8 
Colonies. Colonies. Prize Goods, oh T OTAL. 


— — 


1755 5 5 Laa. 75. 
„„ 


1756 7,750,000 tu Ch Wy 211,266. 7.961, 266 75 


1757 B,200,000 — 627,53 ,82,53J75 


[| 2760 (8,942,000; 426,52 465, 9,834.12 $76 


% 8,799,000 496,194 248,702 ,, 9,543,896 76 
1762 755.00 333709 302.819 6,869,566 76 


1763 194471,000 e | {voor e eee 76 


An ACCOUNT or EXPORTS. 


— Md... 


Excluſive of new 


Colonies. 


755 L. 11,06 5, ooo 


756 
757 


758 


759 


11,446,000 


11, 1 32, ooo 
11,717, ooo 
I 3,211,000 
14,2 34,000 
I 4.319, ooo 


12,708, ooo 


14, 106, ooo 


— 


To new 
Colonies, Prize 
— (274,545 
— 95, 207 
— 1.205, 809 
L. 43.339 692,743 
165,99 340,336 
358,235 195,164 
601,678 235, 364 


— 
TOTAL. 


L. 11, 65, ooo 
11,720,545 
12,033, 207 

12,922,809 3 
13,947, 82 
14,7 39-535 
14,872,499 
13,545,042 


14, 106, ooo 
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BRIEF EXAMINATION, &. 


HE immenſe accumulation of the 

Public Debts, and the depreſſed ſtate 
of Public Credit, of the Revenue, and of 
the Funds, at the cloſe of the laſt War, 
together with the loſs of ſeveral extenſive 
and populous Colonies in North America, 
led ſome of the ableſt and moſt experienced 
men in the Kingdom, not in general inclined 
to deſpondency, to doubt whether it would 
be poſſible for Great Britain, reduced ap- 
parently to the loweſt ebb by a ſucceſſion 
of misfortunes, and by expences unpre+ 
cedented in any former time, ever to regain 
Proſperity at home or Influence abroad. 
The events, however, which have ſince 
happened, ſhew as well the effect which 
may be produced by a reſolution to encoun- 
ter the difficulties of the moſt embarraſſed 
fituation, as the extent of the reſources to 


3 be 
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158 
be-derived from a ſpirit of national Induſtry 


- and * 


The Object of the 3 Statement 


1 to direct the attention of the Public to 


the preſent circumſtances of the Country, 


with reſpect to its Finances and Commerce, 


compared with the period above alluded to, 
as an inducement to perſeverance in the 


fame laudable exertions; and at the ſame 
tune to bring to recollection ſome of the 
principal meafares which have contributed 


eſſentially to the reſtoration of our Credit, 


and to the increaſe of our Wealth and 


Alte 


i ars be forcign to our Purpoſe to 


trace the ſeveral miniſterial changes which 
took place towards the cloſe of the War, 
and upon the Pacification; it is ſufficient 


to remark, that the definitive treaty of Peace 


was ſigned in September 1783, and that the 


* preſent Adminiſtration commenced at the 


cloſe of the year; a memorable political 
ſtruggle then prevailed during ſeveral months, 


W ns not 2 meeting of the 


new 


7 ] 


that the Government was in a W 0 


propoſe efficient meaſures 3 
nn. of the an. 


D 


E he oraducs of the Permanent Taxes for 
a. year, to -5th January 1784, had been 
L. 9,667,206, to which  thould be added 
L. 527,053 for duties due by the | Eaſt 


India Company within the year, but not 


paid till a future one, making in the whole 


L. 10,194,259 ; at this period the intereſt 
of the funded debt alone was J. 8,000,284, 


beſides which there were outſtanding De- 


mands fatisfied in 1784, by a loan of 


L. 6,000,000; theſe, together with Navy 
and Victualling Bills, and Ordnance De- 
bentures, amounted in the whole to 
TWENTY-SEVEN MILL1oNs, (excluſive of 

. 2, ooo, ooo afterwards granted by par- 

This might very properly be confidered as a part of the 

Unfunded debt; becauſe the claim on the generoſity of the 

country, to whatever extent it was thought proper to admit 

it, exiſted at the concluſion of the war, although it was not 


liquidated till ſome time after but it is omitted here, as 
the profits of the Lottery have been br cron to * Payment 


8 
— 
* 
4» 


- of it. 


© of Reve- 


Amount 


nue in 17835 
and of the 
Charges 


upon it. 


U 18 * 


Basten to the American Sufferers) ad were 
2 . * thy 88 tat 800 oc; 


as 2 


The new Kunde e 8 . 
ed, the annual intereſt of the Debt to 


L.,, oo; to which muſt be added 
hart . 260,000 for the annual intereſt of Ex- 
cChequer bills, and FL. 1,048,000 for the 


annual charges on the Aggregate Fund (in- 


cluding the Civil Lift) and the amount of 


Duties appropriated for particular purpoſes | 
and not N to the national er 


_—— 


The reſult ny a whole 4 on 


che Revenue, excluſive of all the Eſtabliſh- 


ments, amounted to C. 10, 5 5, ooo; which 


exceeded the produce of the Permanent 
Taxes to January th 1784, by £. 380,741. 
It was certainly reaſonable to expect ſome 
Increaſe of Revenue from the reſtoration 
of Peace, but ſuch Increaſe could. not at. 
that time be depended upon with certainty; 
the only exiſting Reſources for ſupplying 


the deficiency of the Permanent Revenue, 


and for defraying the expences of all the. 
annual. Eſtabliſhments (which could by no 


2 Calculation 


Cw 1 


£-4,000,000, and have in ſact proved to be 
more) were the Duties on Land and Malt; 


producing on an Average about , 2, 560, ooo, 


which left a deficiency, on the whole, of 
One MirLiion EicuT HUNDRED AND 


calculation be- ſuppoſed to be leſs than 


TwENTY THOUSAND PouNnDs, below the 


Sums neceffary to provide for the anhua] 


expences, excluſive of any proviſion for 


the fegudipn of the National Debt. 


; of a cn ER 
tion, none operated in more ways to depreſs 
the Public Credit, and encreaſe its embar- 


raſſments, than the large amount of the 


Unfunded Debt before ſtated ; yet this very 


pin of Ga added ta the difficulty of 


| The £4 Per Cents, which at the Peace De 


of 1763 roſe to £.95, did not on the late. 
Peace riſe higher than . 69, at which price 
they were in March 1783, but they continu- 
ed ſo high only a few. weeks ; they after- 


wards fell Comme: tilt February 3 


preſſion 
of the 
Funds. 


when they were at L. 55 and ene 
and were in May and June 1784 (when the 
Debt was ao a 4 . Kut, 


i) 


b 


Deficien- The Account. given by the Committee 


Taxes dur- of Fi inance in 1782, throws a further light 


| War,znd ON theſe diſcouraging proſpects, and parti» | 


* cularly on the deficiency of new Taxes im- 
poſed during the War, compared with the 

_ Increaſed Intereſt on, the Money then bor- 

| rowed. It appears, by that Report, that 
there was an accumulated Deficiency of 
C. 2,246,000 of the Intereſt of Monies 
raiſed between 1776 and 1782, and an any 


n 45 398.931. 


* They fell in 2 FRETS CFE} in conſequence of 
the large Loan and heavy Taxes of this ſeſſion, and did not 
xiſe again to C. 58 a July 1785. They were in February 
1782 as low as C. 53 7+. In the war of 1744, they were only 
5 months ppder C. 89, the loweſt during the rebellion in 
1746 > of 7413 and at the Peace which followed, they roſe 
above par. They then fell in a few months to C. 99 and 
4. 98; but between 1750 and 1756, they varied from 
£199 to 105 4 (once riſing to C. 106) except during a 

months in 1751, when they were from C. 97 to (. 99. 
From 1765 to 1776 they fuctuated principally from C. 87 
to C · 92 or C. 93; in one week riſing to C. 94. On thg 

of April 1793, in a time of war, and under circumſtances 
vg to the Credit of the Country, 8 5 were C. 77 $- 


The 


: 04 ns 


: The ground of Deſpondency indeed in- 
5 at the commencement of the Peace, 
when better Expectations were naturally 
entertained; for the Taxes of 1783, which 
were impoſed to pay an Intereſt of more 
than „. 560,000, did not produce half that 


Sum, 5 


It appears Al by the fins Rig 
that the Annual Amount of all the Taxes, — 


including the old and the new, from 1774 * — 
to 1782, from Eaſter to Eaſter, was as. 


under, 


p 5 


1774 to 177 = . 8.439, %% ᷑”½ↄ 
1775 to 177 — 38, 068, oo 
1776 to 17277 = = 8,047,000 _. 
1777 to 1778 + - 8,782,000... 
1778 to 177 7.967, %. 
1779 to 1789, - 8,47, 0 
1780 to 1781 = = 10,289,000 
| __ to 1782) = = *  94245,0009;, 


, To which ſhould be added C. 163,000 for duties das by 
the Eaſt India Company within the year, which were not 
pe. ull a 3 one. 


and 


"[ 2 1 


* Jauuary, Sch, 2784, 
the Taxes amounted to . 10, 194,2 50, in- 
_ cluding ſome Duties tne by the Eat Lada 
- — _ Company in that PRIN Ip tall a 
«re Roa. Oy tr 


The . ardent * * | 
was C. 1,755,259 higher in 1783, than in 
1774s and the Intereſt of the Debt funded 
and to be ſunded was increaſed . 4,864, o00, 
ſo that the total increaſe of Revenue was 
leſs than the increaſe. of annual Intereſt by 
Turxze MtLLions Ons HuNnpReD AND 
E1GuT Tous AND PouNDs. 


2 


hyp 


K 0. 80 for the Mind ef Man to 
conteive à Taſk more painſul than the At- 
tempt to provide for great Exigencies, in 
ſuch a fituation as has been deſcribed; for- 
tunately however, although there was in 
general little hope of ſucceſs, there appeared 
a ſpirit in all ranks of people, to ſupport 
any exertion which might afford a chance 
of 5 the * from its A 
bas ; N The 


E * 1 

The whole of the Navy and Victualling 
Bills, and Ordnance Debentures, were fund- Tar: im- 
ed in the two firſt Seſſions of the new Par- hs Fe 
liament, for the Intereſt of which efficient 
Taxes were provided; and from this time 
a ſyſtem of Meaſures was adopted and pur- 
| ſued, not only to impoſe ſuch new Taxes as 
might be neceſſary, but alſo to enforce and 
improve the collection of exiſting Duties, in 
order to equalize the Public Income to the 
Expenditure, and farther to produce a Sur- 
po, applicable to the reduction of the 


The Wes impoſed in 1784 and 1785, | 
produced in 1786, C. 938, ooo, and thoſe' 
n ge er a el 


Wich a view to the iniprovechont of Ha Smuygling 
Revenue by Regulations, an Act, contain«' 
ing ſeveral proviſions againſt Smuggling, 
was. N in the firſt Sellion; which bad 


| eee 
of C. 1,000,000 raiſed by way of Tontine, to defray extraor- 
dinary Expences fince the Peace. 


an 


1 
| 1 Act. 
| tion 
. ; 2 
[| i\ 
3% 
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tt 


a 3 effeG, in conſiderably leſſening 
the illicit Trade carried on in Cutters, and 
d other ſmall Veſſels, all round the Coaſts of 
this Kingdom; the Act extended the hover- 


ing Laws, reſtrained the built and rigging 


of the Veſſels, prohibited their being armed, 


and directed the deſtroying ſuch as ſhould 


de taken, that they might not be again uſed 
by the Smugglers: The operation of this 
Law was however greatly aided by another, 


generally known by the name of the Com- 
mutation Act, which reduced the Duties on 


Tea ſo low, as to prevent the fraudulent Im- 


porter from carrying on any profitable 


traffic in that Commodity. It is impoſſible 


to calculate the exact Increaſe which theſe 


Meaſures occaſioned i in other branches of the 


Revenue; but it is evident, that the de- 


: priving the Smuggler of the principal Article 
in the affortment of his Cargo, muſt have 


produced a great effect. The beneffts of 
the Commutation Act in other points of 
view fall under a ſeparate conſideration; but 


It is proper to obſerve here, that the gradual 


diminution of Smuggling ever ande; is the 
8 | beſt 


£* 
* 3 
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beſt proof of the efficacy of this and the 


other Meaſures which have been adopted. 


In 1786 the Manifeſt Act was paſled; Manifeſt 
AR, 


which has nearly annihilated a branch of 
Smuggling, carried on formerly to a certain 
extent, from re gu! lar trading Ships on their 
arrival in the river Thames, and at the 
ſeveral Ports of the Kin gdom, and has con- 
ſiderably corrected the Frauds in the ob- 
tajning * ang Drowbacks, 


In the Fes year the meaſure of exciſing 
Wine was adopted; the benefits reſulting 
from which will be made moſt evident, by 
ſhewing the increaſed legal Conſumption, 
and the benefit derived to * Revęnue 


therefrom; 


D Quantities 
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The increaſe of Revenue, when the com- 


parative Quantities are conſidered, would 


have been much greater, but for the reduc-. 


tion of Duties adopted for the purpoſe of 
obtaining great commercial Advantages by 
the Treaty of Commerce with France, 


which had been ſigned on the 26th of Sep- 


tember 1786. 


Portugal Wines were reduced one-third, 
and French Wines one-half. 


The Revenue derived a further advan- 
tage from the Conſolidation of the Cuſ- 
toms in 1787 ; a part of this aroſe from 
converting the fractional parts of the Rates 
into Integers, which, though lowered in a 
few inſtances, were raiſed in more, and had, 
upon the whole, the effect of producing 
ſome Increaſe k. Much more, however, 
was gained by a judicious lowering of the 
Duties on Drugs and a few other articles, the 
conſumption of which was before N 
by the Smuggler. 


* In 1788, C. 20,85 3.—In 1789, C. 22,696.—In 1790, 
L. 24,292 — In 1791, C. 25,340. In 1792, C. 25,930. 


D 2 The 


Conſolida- 
tion of the 


Cuſtoms, _ 


Duties on 
Spirits 
lowered: 


28 J 
The onal Rates on Go \ hits of 


: Wood, and the new deſcriptions of others 


for better aſcertaining the proper Duties, 
occaſioned likewiſe an Increaſe *. 


The Treaty of ener wich France 
being carried into effect by this Bill, as to 


Duties on Importation from that Country, 


the Revenue of Cuſtoms alſo profited, to a 
ſmall extent +, by the Duty impoſed on 


Cambrics, the Rate of which had been 


ſtipulated by the Article of the Treaty 


which provided for their admiſſion into 


this Kingdom. This gain. to the Reve- 
nue was obtained without being a detri- 
ment to any of our -Manufatures, for the 
ſevereſt Laws had not been able to prevent 


the Introduction and uſe of the article; the 
Smuggler therefore alone profited by the 


Prohibition while it exiſted. But the moſt 


evident Augmentation of Revenue in con- 


» Theſe atnounted on the whole as follows —In 1788, to 
. 43,699.—In 1789, to C. 37,668.—In 1796, to C. 48,697. 
In 1791, to C. 48,320 And in 1792, to C. 49,504. 


+ The Duty amounted in 1790 to near C. 12,000—In 
* to £ I 3-737 And i in 1792 to C. 10,305. 


ſequence 


1 29 J 
ſequence of this Act, has ariſen from the 
increaſed legal conſumption of foreign and 
Britiſh Spirits produced by a conſiderable 
abatement of the Rates; the Duty on Rum 
and on Britiſh Spirits had been ſomewhat. 
reduced in 1784, but the great reduction 


was made by this Law); the effect will ap- 
pear by the following Accounts: 
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ghbouring Ports in France, previous to t 


of Brandy from the nei 


January 1791. 
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On a compariſon of the Duties on Bri- 
tiſh Spirits, it will be ſeen that there is an 
increaſe of more than JL. 200, ooo *. 


Average of Duties 1790 to 


1792 incluſive  - - |= £.637,778 
Amount of Ditto in 1786 - = + 430,000 


Increaſe - = = - C. zy. yy8 


The notorious evaſion of the Tax on Poſt 
Horſes led to an attempt for the correction 
of thoſe Frauds, by letting the Duties to 
Farm; and the Meaſure has procured an an- 
nual average Increaſe of G. 35, ooo on the 

former Revenue of C. 146,000. 


The additional Duties impoſed on Foreign and Britiſh 
Spirits in the years 1779, 1780, 1781, 1782, on the credit 
of which large Sums were lent to the Public, had the effect 
each year of conſiderably diminiſhing the whole produce on 
thoſe articles. | 


— 


The 


oy terial ſucceſs ; it was therefore 


. 

There remained another important Ar- 
1 of which the Smuggler was ſuppoſed 
to furniſh a large proportion, and which 
\\ (even after he had been driven from the traf- 
fic in Tea, and his profits in Spirits had 
been conſiderably reduced) principally ena- 
bled him to aſſort his Cargo with ſome ad- 
vantage ; attempts had been made ta pre- 
vent the fraudulent trade in Tobacco, by 
different Acts of Parliament in 1784, and 
the two following years, witho 


| ought ex- 
- pedient, in 1789, to apply the fame remedy 
5 een rh caſe of Wine, 


| The benefits - to be expected from this 
. Meaſure, did not however protect it from 
an active though ineffectual reſi ſtance. The 
great extent of Frauds indeed prevailing, 
and. the evident propriety of collecting as 
great a Revenue upon the Article as it 
would bear, furniſhed the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
for bringing it under the regulations of the 
Exciſe they were clearly as applicable to 


5 the Tobacco Trade as to the others in 


which they had been found ſucceſsful, and 


any ma- 


33 ] 


the number of additional Perſons hereby 
ſubjected to theſe laws is [mall 3 in compari= | 
n, * 


” — 


Experience has ſhewn the wiſdom and 
expediency of the Meaſure with reſpect to 
the Revenue; and the Trade, at leaſt the 
Fair Trade, inſtead of ſuffering, has been 
conſiderably extended. | | 
Average Amount of Duties in 

3 Years, ending Michael- 

mas 1792 = = = - . 578,07 8 
Average Amount of Duties i in 

3 Years, — Michael- | 

mas 1709” = — - - 423,711 


L. 1 54.304 


by — 
The number of manufacturers who were to be ſub- 
jected to the Exciſe Survey by the Bill was 337 © The re- 


tail dealers were in general ſubje& to ſurvey before, by 
ſelling Tea or other exciſcable articles, 


E . What 


1 


What has been the total Improvement 
of the Revenue from the year 1783 to the 
_ preſent time, will Appear, from the following 
Statements We 


. Produce 


| [ | | |; ] 


| 1 ug 57903 e $59]. £Sotz 


ooblyts Fox m jo 25nporg ot ov, prom 
yg ausm feꝗ Ip hoe Nd t5 v yo now 213 ed be- f61. J paynpap 29 Pho wang n w0xg [ 
72 5 r U33q Rwy 3 vppuj yea m 4q anp con woyny zo g 
3 8 oomp zo oo rs dunpodq t 
hay duo 72u10z, y ut anp u 
Hs frat unſun corduoo rppuj r m £q pd wohn 30 conn 811·⁰ V Sungupagg 4 
*pauadyod 24244 *{Knedmoy x dl pr ap Aq anp 4unome yz o ewoyny jo 52nnq I 212y poppe 


J 220m s u zanboyaxy aq -01ut 3 . UI, +. 


Sr geht E£64x - - - oz 2641 
dorf rr z6lr - - = 03 1641 
gLl6zLotr{] 1641 - 01 0641 
got e fr 06 - - - oz 64 
- ©, zþgfLoofr Gglt - = - 01 84 
ere gglr - = 31 111 
So- t 481 - - = oz 9841 
g6lrorzrÞ gglr = 7 - 01 8841 
96698801 8811 - 03 71 
687 101, 581 . ts oz LT Arnurſ 15 0¹ 
S AXVIL LNANVNAAd m fle 30 5onpoig 


; 


E 2 


RR TT u TE —_ — 
— a - 


1 a Wood and Cambric, on a medium 


(361 


: Tj fell: remark which here preſents it- 
ſelf is, that the Revenue has almoſt gradu- 


ally riſen; in the courſe of the laſt ten years, 


from . 10,194, 2 59 to C. 14,284,295. Of 


| this great Increaſe, amounting to more than. 
FOUR MILLIONS,” . 1,084,041 * may 


be placed to the account of new Taxes im- 

poſed within the period. C. 1, 165,789 Þ+; 
has been ſhewn to be derived from the im- 
: TS: e e an Pho 


' F Pl N 
© Taxes of wes * ot ” baue. 
Conſolidation Act, including Duties o on 5 


* 


e ay 


1 e | by 
7 rn . 


: {3 oh a. PR” / „ RE. -H 1,084,041 4 
The Lad Duties © on \ Dealers in '$piritaous Liquors are 
not included in the above, as thoſe Duties were ſtated to be 


„„ eee 


5 ties on Spirits. 
z ws, dong . vcr bret 
Britiſh Ditto e 207477 | 
Nd Tobacco -  - - - o- 1 154.30 
— * PoſtHarſeDuty- - - - = 35,000 
. Log 2 Wine „ My 290,143 
. L- 1,165,789 


a further 


(0: 1] 


2 ** is 1 to the Mes- 
ſures for preventing contraband Trade, and 
for the better collection of the Revenues x 
and the remainder is to be aſcribed to the 
Ingenuity and Energy of our Manufacturers, 
the Enterprize of our Merchants, and to 
the general ſpirit of the Nation, which 
availed itſelf with ſuch CY ha Wande 
"gen and PA of OWE! e711 
i OP 
ai as this mend flouriſh= 
ing ſtate of the Income' of the Country is, 
on the firſt view of it, it becomes infanitely: 
more ſo, when we conſider that the perma- 
nent Taxes have been thus productive, not- 
_ withſtanding the impoſition of temporary 
Duties, eſtimated at /. 800,000 a year, but 
producing more, which are not included in 
the preceding Statement, as they are appro pri- 
ated to pay the expences incurred for the Spa- 
niſh armament without Funding. An atten- 
tive inveſtigation of this ſubject induced the 
Parliament in 17924 proceeding with great. 
caution, and after providing for various ex- 
ie Services to a very conſiderable 
I amount, 


: to1 


| actiduint/ ENCE bore hardeſt 
on the middle and lower claſſes of People, 
to the extent of more than L.220,000 a 
year; under an impreſſion, on no light 
ground, that the repeal oſ the Taxes would 
not ſtop here. Nothing could be more 
honourable to the Parliament, or more en= | 
cCouraging to the Country, than this mea - 
ſure; becauſe it proved, that although heavy | 
"Taxes were impoſed when that was indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary for the credit and welfare 
af the Nation, yet that there was a diſpoſi- 
tion to lighten the Burdens of the People, 
with as little delay as was conſiſtent with the 
real 11 of the — | 


The "I res tu far TA had 
immediate relation to the Increaſe of the 
Revenue, and it was not thought adviſable 
to interrupt the Account of them with 
referring to any others; but after the pre- 
© ceding Statement, it is impoſſible not to 
take notice of the moſt important of all 
the Acts — during the ori in - | 
tion. 
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L 
No permanent Proviſion had ever been 


made for the progreſſive and certain Re- 


duction of it: the Surpluſſes of the ſeveral 


Funds were indeed directed, by Acts of 3d 
and 5th, Geo. I. to be formed into a Sinking 


Fund, for the purpoſe of reducing the Na- 
tional Debt, but no care was taken to ſecure 
the application of thoſe Surpluſſes; and 
ſome of them were diverted, by ſubſequent 
Acts, to other Purpoſes, during the fame 
Adminiftration in which He Sinking Fund 
was eſtabliſhed. 8 4 

A general opinion is aid to have brevailad, 
that the public Credit would be eſſentially 
injured, (if no worſe conſequences ſhould 
follow) whenever the Debt ſhould amouat 
to V. 100, ooo, ooo; and yet, during the 


Peace which intervened from 1748 to 1755. 


no Exertions appear to have been made to 
avert the Evil: in that period no more than 
L. 2, 30, ooo was paid off. The fame 
want of Exertion ſeems to have prevailed 
again in the following Peace, between 1763 
and 1775, as the Debt was in that interval 
_— ſomething leſs than £. 5,600,000. 
| The 


( 4 ] 

The neglect, however, of providing for- 
merly an unalienable Surplus for the Redue- 
tion of the National Debt, when the Coun« 
try was under fewer Preſſures, was not con- 
ſidered by the Parliament of 1786 as an 
excuſe, notwithſtanding all the Difficulties 
which have been ſtated, for withholding 
from public view the magnitude of the Ob- 
ject; that Parliament had the wiſdom and 
the firmneſs to paſs an Act for veſting, un- 
alienably, in Commiſſioners, the Sum of 
L. 1,000,000 annually; in which every 
poſſible precaution was taken, that could be 
deviſed, for preventing the Surplus from 
being diverted at any future time, and for 
carrying to the Account of the Commiſſino- 
ers for the purpoſes of the Act, the Intereſt 
of ſuch Stock as ſhould be purchaſed, and 
2 wang pup? Annuities as ſhould fall in “. 


To this great and important object, as 
well as to the repeal of Taxes, the parlia- 


It may reaſonably be attributed in ſome degres to this 
Meaſure, that the FL. 3 Per Cents. were at the beginning of 


the laſt year as high as they were in the former Peace, when 
the Intereſt of the Debt was leſs than half the preſent Amount; 


and that they are now, in the month of April 1793, in time of © 
war, much higher than at the end of 1785 and beginning of 
178% after three years of peace. 


F ment 


n - 
— — * 
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| ment of 1792 directed its ſerious attention ; 


and . 400,000 was granted out of the 


Supply of that year to the Commiſſioners, 


to be applied by them, over and above the 


7 accumulated Annual Sum, with an Expec- 


tation ariſing from an Eſtimate founded on 
an Average of four years Produce of the 
Revenue, that a Sum equal to the Amount 
of the Taxes repealed might in future be 
appropriated annually as a permanent addi- 
tion to the Fund for the Reduction of the 
* ational Debt. 


4 Under theſe proviſions, Ten MILLIOxS 
ONE HUN DRED AND NINE THOUSAND 
Fou HunDRED Pouxps of the Capital 
of the Debt has been purchaſed *; and the 
Amount of the annual Sum applicable this 
year for the Reduction of it, is ONE MiL- 
LION, Six HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE T HOU- 
$AnD, Five HUNDRED AND EIGHTY- 


Wo PovunDs, excluſive of the expected an- 


mal. zen above e 


> - And Loyaliſt Daene have been catisfied to the 
Amount of C. 1,444,000; which. may be conſidered as a 
 —_ Reduction of the Public Debt to that Amount. 


The 
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The attention to the Public Credit did 
not confine- itſelf merely to this Meaſure, 
for the poſitive Decreaſe of the then exiſting 
Debt ;—notwithſtanding the many extraor- 
dinary Expences which a concurrence of 
Circumſtances produced during the laſt 
eight years, beyond the ordinary Charges 
of the Peace Eſtabliſhment, no addition 
was made to it, except /. f, ooo, ooo by 
the Tontine in 1789, and a Navy Debt 
to the Amount of /. 457, 950 ;—deducting 
therefore theſe Sums from the Amount be- 
fore ſtated to be paid off, the Debt was dimi- 
niſhed at the beginning of haves preſent year 


by L. 8,651,450. 


A freſh and Ariking 1 Inſtance of the de- 
termined adherence to the Plan for reducing 
the Debt, appeared on the Ciccaſion of the 
Expences incurred by the threatened rup- 


upwards of J. 3,000,000, which Sum was 


poſing, for a limited time, higher Taxes 
than had ever been laid on in any year dur- 


ture with Spain the Amount of thoſe was 


provided for (without making any perma- 
nent addition to the National Debt) by im- 


1 IS... - 


Extraordi- 
nary Ex- 
pences 

paid withe 
out in- 
creaſing the 
Debt, 
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ing a War, ſufficient to liquidate the whole 
within the kc of four . 

n can more enix evince the 
| Proſperity of the Country, than the ſucceſs 
of this Meaſure, without affecting the Pro- 
duce of any of the old Duties. The Pre- 
cedent i is a moſt important one, eſpecially 
as no attempt of the kind had been made 
fince the commencement of a Public Debt. 


"ts good Effects are not 1 . 
to domeſtic Conſiderations; ſo une quivocal 
a Proof of National Proſperity, — of a 
Spirit to meet exigencies when they ariſe, 
without breaking unneceſſarily in upon the 
fſyſtem of the Reduction of the Debt, muſt 
contribute to make us n by . 
ing Nations. 


HAVING 


1 1 


HAVI NG thus ſhewn the State af the 


Revenue, and the Diminution of the Na- 


tional Debt, we are naturally led to conſi- 
der ſuch other Meaſures, adopted ſince the 
meeting. of 5 Parliament in 1784, as m"—_ 
contributed to our preſent Proſperity ; and 

to cloſg theſe Remarks with a Comparative 
Statement of our Trade and Navigation : The 
Reſult will demonſtrate, that the meaſures 
taken for the Improvement of the Revenue, 
have not prevented a rapid Increaſe of the 
Commerce or the Manufactures of the Coun- 
try; from whence we may alſo derive ſome 
confidence, that that Improvement is neither 
forced nor accidental. 


In ſtating Cauſes of Increaſe to the Re- 
venue, notice was taken of the Commuta- 
tion Act, paſſed in 1784; but it remains to 
ſhew what Advantages have been derived 
from it in a Commercial View, as having 
increaſed the Importation of Teas by the 
Engliſh Eaſt India POOR: as under *. 

| Average 


The quantities actually ſold by the Eaſt India 6 
on the average of 8 Years, from September 1784, to Sep- 
tember 


Commer- 
cial bene - 
fits derived 
from the 
Commuta- 
tion Act. 


146] 


Average annual importation by - . 
the Company and their Offi- 4 
cers in 6 years, from 1787 to 

1792 incluſive, was 18, 108,533 

Average of D' for 12 years, 177 . 
to 1784, both incluſive s 2 e 


e man - b 12,503-459 
5 E | === 


i254 4 
. 4811. 


The reverſe of this, — 3 reſpedk to e 
quantities of Teas imported into other 


Countries, which uſed principally to ſupply 
our Conſumption, is not leſs remarkable; 


they have decreaſed in proportion as our 
Importation has increaſed, 


| The Adyantages of ſuch a large "FEM 
Importation by the Corn pans to the Ma- 


; 8 1792, was lbs. 16.352.423 of which lbs. 4011 842 
were exported, and Ibs. 14,290,581 were uſed for Home 
conſumption, 
FThe years 1785 and 1786 are ee in theſe PEROT 
becauſe the Act paſſed late in 1784, and had only a partial 
operation in the two following Years, during which great 
Quantities of Tea were bought by the Company in . 
wed the __ of 0 2 Country. 
| * nufactures, 


— 
2 


Ce 


nufactures, Shipping, and Navigation of this 
Country, are obvious; as it either finds a 
Market for the Produce of the Company's 
Poſſeſſions in India, or furniſhes a Return 
for the Exports of Maunkauees from 
hence, | 


The value of Britiſh Goods ſent to Chien, 
which was in 1782-3 only J. 106, ooo, and 
in 1783-4, L. 1 20, 00, was in the year 
1792, L. 626, ooo; and the average tonnage 
of Sbips arrived from China in 8 years, from 
1776 to 1783 incluſive, was 6,059 annually, 
which in 6 years, from 1787 to 1792, was 
17,981 annually *. 


The Act for regulating the Affairs of the rae ina 
Eaſt India Company, which paſſed in the AK 
lame Seſſion, 1784, occaſioned long and fre- 
quent Debates, on certain conſtitutional 
Points which do not relate to our ſubject: 
But the effect produced by the ſyſtem of 
management adopted in conſequence of it 
is no er equivocal; the e are 


* The Builders meaſurement is not to be obtained of all 
the ſhips previous to 1776, 
| enabled, 


IT . 

enabled; after a long and expenſive War, to 
increaſe the Dividend to the Proprietors, to 
make an ample proviſion for the reduction 
of their Debt abroad and at home, to con- 
tribute largely to the Public Income, and to 
make a proviſion againſt future Calamities : 
India Stock, which in 1 78 3. in profound 
Peace, was at L. 119, is in April 1793» 
| om time of Was, at a} n 


Abe ee of excifing Wine has alſo 
ond of advantage to the Commerce of the 
Country, as well as to its Revenue, by occa- 
fioning the employment of many additional 
Ships, chiefly Britiſh, in foreign voyages to 
Spain, Portugal, &c. for the importation 


of an article, much of which uſed either 
to be manufactured at Home, or to be 


brought over from Guernſey, or the oppo- 
fite Coaſts of Normandy and Picardy *. 


The chief Objections, which at the time 
were ſtated to e 20 and To- 


— 


. The Quantity i is more than double what it was before 


2 


OE, 


L 4 


bacco, were founded on the ſuppoſition of 

the hardſhips it would bring on the traders 

in theſe Articles, or of the danger which it 

might produce to the Conſtitution. The 

firſt of theſe Objections has been already 

taken notice. of *; and, with reſpe& to- the 

ſecond, it may be ſufficient to remark, that 

there are now 441 Officers fewer than there Number of 


. : 0 Exciſe Offi= 
were previous to exciſing Wine and To- cers, redu- 


bacco, with Salaries reduced upon the whole . 
in the ſum of /. 6, 900 a year +; this is 

owing to a reduction of the number in 1787, 

at which time the Salaries of all the inferior 
Officers were increaſed, in order to remove 

the ſtrong temptation to corruption which 

they were under before, and to ſecure con- 
ſiderable benefit as well to the Revenue as 


(0 h . 


* It is e that ſince the exciſing theſe two Articles 
there have been only nine Suits in the OO OD 
how. 


+4: aan eee MS 
naged at a leſs expence to the Public, and with conſiderably 
fewer Officers, than a revenue much under C. 6,000,000 was 
in — 


* 3 The 


Advan- 
tages of the 
Conſolida- 
tion Act. 


Proviſion 
againſt fu- 
ture uupro- 
ductive 
Taxes. 


facturers find great Relief from it. The 
Duties of Cuſtoms, which were before 
fo intricate that few Men in the Country | 


t- J 
The advantages of the Confolidation AQ, 


ate in like manner not confined to the Re- 
venue; the Merchants, Traders, and Manu- 


were capable of computing them, are now 


ſo plain, that every Importer. can make his 
_ own Entries with eaſe; and aſcertain cor- 
| realy the amount "Or what"1 is que e on His 


he AQ t alſo WR 4 a as het nature 
of the ſubject permits) againſt the ſerious 


Inconvenience of not providing Productive 


Taxes to pay the Intereſt of Loans in fu- 
ture, by directing the Produce of all new 
Impoſitions, and the Amount of ſuch In- 
tereſt, to be laid before Parliament at the 
beginning of each Seſſion; for the neceſ- 


fity of this Precaution, and the infinite 


advantages to be derived from it, we need 
only 1 refer to the Inſtance of the Defici- 
encies in the laſt War, and in the firſt year 


of the Peace, as already mentioned *. 


* Vide B. 18 to 2 
Conſ. derable 


t mw] 


Conſiderable facility is likewiſe obtained Simplificts 
by the Act, in aſcertaining, charging, and counts. 
accounting for the Duties of - Exciſe. and 
Stamps, particularly the former; and the 
Accounts in all the public Offices are ſim- 

plified in ſuch a manner as greatly to acce- 
lerate the furniſhing ſuch Information as may 
exhibit, from time to time, a juſt view of 
the ſituation of the nn 


Thin wot; however, in this inſtance alone, 
that the object of fimplifying Accounts has 
been attended to; thoſe who have adverted 

to the Reports of the Committees of 1786 
and 1791, will perceive that the Income 
and Expenditure of the Country are there - 
in ſo developed, as to make a Subject clear 
and intelligible to every one, which was be- 
fore in general little underſtood, 


The Syſtem which has -been uniformly. Mode of 
adopted, during the Period before us, in Loans. 
every inſtance of Loans or Lotteries, by re- 
ceiving Propoſals publicly, and contracting 
with thoſe who make the moſt favourable 

'G 2 Offers, 


L 52 J 
Offers, inſures to the Public the borrowing 
on the beſt Terms that exiſting Circum- 
ſtances will permit, as well as the deriving 
the greateſt poſſible advantage in aid of the 
Revenue annually from Lotteries, ſo long as 


eee eee eee 
n 1 * We b 5 þ 


#1 


,- Loſſes to an. cls Soda had been 
ſuſtained by the Public, from Perſons to 
whom large Sums of Money had been iſſued, 
and who N not rendered any Account *: 

de 


5 * The late Conmmifiioners of the Public Accounts ſtate, 
in their 8th Report, that C. 126,000,000, iſſued to various 
Public Accountants in 16 years, to October 1780, excluſive 
of che unſettled Debt of Lord Holland, were unaccounted 
for and in their 10th Report, that between 1746 and 1783 
there were 664 Perſons, Sub- aecountants for Army Services, 
who remained accountable to the Public for the Sum of 
C. 38,933,920 of the latter, more than 150 have rendered 
Accounts to the new Board of Commiſſioners for taking and 
ſtating the Public Accounts, to the Amount of upwards of 
C. 35. 000, 00; beſides all the Accountants in the ordinary 
courſe. It is not however meant to ſuggeſt, that by much 
the greater part of the Totals ſtated by the late Commiſ- 
fioners for Public Accounts, though not accounted for, were 


| not in a great proportion * the Fact pro- 
bably 


as. RR. 


W-7 WP 
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A very large Proportion of them had never 


been called upon; the few who were, with 
thoſe who voluntarily tendered themſelves, 
paſſed their Accounts for Millions, before 
a Deputy or Clerk, appointed by an Auditor, 
who always conſidered his own Office as 4 
Sinecure. To remedy this Evil, an act was 
paſſed in 1785, for better examining and 
auditing the Public Accounts of the King- 
dom; ſince which, they have been examined 
with attention and ſcrupulous exactneſs &, 


| bably is, that they were ſo: But on the other hand it is highly 


improper, that the whole ſhould not have undergone a regu- 
lar inveſtigation in due time; and it ts inconteſtably true, that 
large ſums have been loſt to the Public, from the Parties, who 
failed to account for the ſame, having in ſome inftances be- 
come inſolvent; and in others, from their property having 
deſcended in a manner not now to be traced, which in moſt of 


- the Caſes would render any Attempt, at * 


the Balances due, perfectly deſperate. 
* Sums amounting in the whole to near C. 800,000 have 


been re-paid into the Exchequer by Accountants, or their Re- 


preſentatives, between January 5, 1784, and January 5, 1793. 


. ariſing from the Inveſtigation of the new Board of Accounts, 


and of the Comptrollers of Army Accounts; including ſome 
Balances re-paid by Agents in conſequence of a ſtrict Exa- 
mination made by three Gentlemen appointed for that Pur- 


poli 
dow and 
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and the effects of this law will be felt in its 
fall extent, now that we are forced into a 
War, little expected when the firſt edition 
of this Examination was publiſhed laſt 
year. Sums, beyond all belief to Perſons 

not experienced in ſuch Matters, would 

have been ſaved, if ſuch an Inſtitution had 
been provided previous to the two laſt 


1 ma "a in the recolleQion als every 
one. how univerſal a perſuaſion prevailed, 
chat the ſeparation of the American Colonies 
from Great Britain would be felt as a great 
and ſevere wound, injuring our Reſources 
and leſſening our Navigation. We cannot, 
therefore, but contemplate with ſome de- 
gree of Pleaſure on the Effects produced by 
| the Meaſures before alluded to, and by vari- 
ons other Cauſes which have e un 
to the general Proſperity of the Country. 
To compare the Revenue at different 
Periods, before and fince the Separation, 
would not alone be admitted as a Criterion, 
becauſe 


Ae 


EF 


becauſe new Taxes have been finee added 


to a large Amount; although 1 it is no equi- 
vocal Proof of the Energy of the Country, 
that, under an immenſe accumulation of 
Debt and Taxes, it has been able to effect 
moſt ſucceſsfully what was never before 
attempted, the gradual and certain reduction 
of the Debt. a 


A more direct Argument will however 
ariſe from an inquiry into the State of our 
Navigation and Commerce during the Vears 
of our greateſt proſperity in the laſt Peace, 
and at this Time.— In this Inquiry there 
occurs ſome difficulty as to the Naviga- 


tion -it is to be lamented, that previous to 

1786, no Ships were regiſtered in Great . ; 
Britain, except thoſe which traded to the 
Plantations: Entries of Ships outwards were ih 


till then made very looſely; there was no 
ſort of check on the Maſter or Owner, who 
invariably repreſented the Veſſels of a leſs 
burthen than the real Tonnage, to ſave the 
payment of Light Duties and other charges; 
notwithſtandin g which, a tolerable judg- 

ment 


/ | 


the Numbers of 


the Ships cleared out at the different Periods, 
deemed Britiſh, 


_ 


$4 
that, previous to the ſepara- 


tion of the Colonies from Great Britain, all 
ipping was 


American Sh 


[ 


mg may be farmed of the Increaſe of our 
vigation, by comparing 


having in view 
and that the Size of our Ships is now larger 


than at that Time. 


Na 


_— 
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Number 


Number of Britiſh Ships 


| nc INWARDS to Great Britain: | | | 
Ships. Tonnage. - ; Ships. Tonnage. 
4772 - 7.698 —7 $7,800 1789 - 11,907 - 1,401,000. 17 
1773 = 8,259 - 796,000 1790 = 12,294 = 1,442,000 17 
$774 - 8,587 - 820,000 1791 - 12,492 - 1,478,000 17 
775 9247 - 943,900 1792 - 13,930 - 1,587,000 17 
Total Value of IMPORTS in 
17792 — L. 14, 500, ooo 
1773 — 1 2,07 5,000 
. — I 3,340,000 
177 — 14,816,000 
| VANE 
An ACCOUNT of the Number of Veſſels belonging t 
"2999 — 9,002 | 
1773 12 5 9,146 
1774 ny 9,154 
i775 — 9,108 
— — — 
Total Value of EXPORT S fro 
Foreign Manufactures. Britiſh Manufactures. Total. | 
| 1772 L. 6,46, ooo . 10, 97 3, 7 J. 17, 19, ooo 17 
1773 7.114, 000 9,417, o0 - 16, 5 31, ooo N 
1774 6,729, 00 = - 10,556,000 - 17,285,000 I7 
1775 - 6,253,000 - 10,072,000 - 16,325,000 || 17 


* The proportion of theſe ſhips, in the laſt peace, belonging to the Provinces (now the | 
of them, with any degree of accuracy. | 

+ From this year they continued diminiſhing till 1982; when there were only 4,652. 

t A compariſon cannot be made of the ſhipping belonging to the whole Britiſh Empire 


account was kept of thoſe belonging to Ireland or the Plantations; nor can any compariſon b 
the paſſing of the ſaid AR, Fs | 


Number of Britiſh Ships 
cleared OUTWARDS from Great Britain. 


Ships. Tonnage, 


1775 - 9,719 888,854 


)RTS into Great Britain. 


ll 1772 - 9,408 - 923,81 1 
1773 9,396 - 874,042 
1774 = 9,524 808, 904 


Ships. Tonnage. 


1789 - 13,048 = 1, 515,021 
1790 - 12,702 - 1,424,912 
1791 13,501 - 1, 511, 246 
1792 - 13,801 - 1,560,307 


| 1789 — „., 82 1, ooo 
| 1790 — 19, 1 30, ooo 
1791 — 19, 669, ooo 
1792 — 19,029,000 
elonging to Great Britain t in the following Years: 
1789 — 11,498 
1790 Sons 12,059 
1791 — 12,536 
1792 oY 12.931 
RT 'S from Great Britain. 


| Foreign ManufaQures. 


1789 L. 5, 561, ooo 
| 1790 = * 5,199,000 
1791 - $5,921,000 
| 1792 = 6,568,000 


Britiſh Manufactures. Total. 


L. 13,79, 00 L. 19, 340, ooo 


— 


a” 


14,921,000 = 20, 120, ooo 
10,8 10, 00 = 22,731, ooo 
18,310,000 = 24,878,000 


; (now the United States) was very large; but it is impoſſible to aſcertain the number 


4,652. | | 
tim Empire at the different periods, becauſe, previous to the late Regiſter Act, no 
ö mpariſon be made of the tonnage, as the ſhips were not accurately meaſured before 


* In 
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In order to bring the Reſult of the preceding Statements into 


er is _ to ſhew the comparative Situation of the Coun 
Ge Fiſt mol Years of the 


Price of 8 3 per Cents Conſol. 
January 27th 1784. 


I 


Price of India Stock, 
N 27th 1784. 
. 215 1 2 1 — 88 a = — — — — 


. of 3 1783. 
L. 13,325,000. = . — 


Value of Exports, 1783. 


Britiſh Foreign Produce. TOTAL. 


Manufafures. 
4 — 8 4332.00 L Zoo 1 


— 


No. of Britiſh Ships entered Inwards to 
Great Britain in 1783. 


7,090. = ny — — — — 1 Bo 


No. of Britiſh Ships cleared Outwards from 
Great Britain in 1783. 


7099... 


Amount of the Permanent Taxes in 1783. 


5 aa ee cg — — — — — , 


In 1131 3 the whole of the Revenue ( ;ncluding the Land and Matt) 
BELOW the Expenditure on a Peace Eſtabliſhment, 


LBS » „ 


11 * — 


Ineluding a poſtponed payment of the India company for D 
& This is on the Eſtimate of the Peace Eſtabliſhment at C. 15,811,000, as Rated b 


nts into as Short a Point of View as Polls, the agg 


the Country, under the principal Heads ans have been OI 
ars We the Period referred to. 


Price of 2 3 per 83 Conſol. 
April 3oth 1793. 


n - os 


Price of India Stock. 
April 3oth 1793. 


J ͤ | 


Value of Imports, 1792. 


— - - - - - 8 
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Value of Exports, 1792. 


Britiſh | 
Manufacturer. Forei gn Produce. TOT AL. 
— 14 8, 310, ooo 6 4 6,568,000 L. 24,878, ooo 


= == = 
No. of Britiſh Ships entered Inwards to 
Great Britain in 1792, 


— Ea _ _—_ ge mY " 13,830. 


No. of Britiſh Ships cleared Outwards from 
Great Britain in 1792. 


BE ne od... 


Amount of Permanent Taxes in 1792. 


1 14,284,000 


— — 


"OW 


— 


In 1792 the whole of the Revenue, 
ABOVE the Expenditure on the reduced Peace Eſtabliſhment, 


C GWE: L. 2,031,000 F 


— — 


pany for Duties which were not paid till a ſubſequent Year. | 
, as ſtated by Mr, Pitt in his Speech on opening the Budget 17th February 1792. 


I 


